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Course:CommunicationinEnglisII

Coursecode:GST122

Thetopicsinherentinthiscourseare:(Outlines)

1.Wordformationprocess

2.Figuresofspeech

3.Africanproverbs

4.Idiomaticexpressionandclitches

5.SynonymnsandAntonyms

6.GeneralrulesofEnglishexpressions.

Wordformationprocess..

Let'sgetstartedbyfirstmakingitapointtobenotedthatwordsdonotevolveontheirownbut

ratherthroughoneortwoprocesseswhicharepivotaltowhatshallbediscussedonthispag;

thisdiscussioniswhatistermedwordformationprocess.

Therearevariousformsofthisprocessbutforthesakeofconcisenessandbrevity,weshall

discussthreeofitskind;

1.Compounding

2.Clipping

3.Blending

Theseareimportantconceptswhencreatingwords.

(1)Compounding:Thisisthewordformationprocessinwhichtwoormorelexemscombine

intoasinglenewword.However,compoundwordsmaybewrittenasonewordorastwowords

joinedwithhypen.Forinstances;

Noun+nouncompound.eg.note+book--notebook

Adj+nouncompound.blue+berry--blueberry

V+nouncompound.work+room--workroom



V+verbcomp.Stirfry

Adj+vcomp.highlight

V+preposition.breakup

prep+v.Outrun

Adj+Adj--sweet+bitte=sweetbitter

Note:Itshouldbenotedthatcompoundsmybecompositional,meaningthatthemeaningofthe

bewwordcannotbedeterminedbycombiningthemeansoftheparts.Forexamined,a

blueberryisaberrythat'sblue.However,abreakupisnotarelationshipthatwassevered/cut

offintopiecesinanupwarddirection.....

(2)Clipping:isthewordformationprocessinwhichawordisreducedorshortenedwithout

changingthemeaningoftheword..Clippingdiffersfrom backformationinthatthenewword

retainsthemeaningoftheoriginalword.Forexample;

Advertisementchangedto--ad

Alligatortogator

Examinationtoexam

Gasolinetogas

Gymnasium togym.

Laboratorytolab

Mathematicstomath

Photographtophoto

Reputationtorep

Telephonetophone.Etc..However,there'smoretotheonesabove,it'sappositetonotethat

therearefour(4)typesofclippingwhichare;

1.BackClipping

2.ForeClipping

3.MiddleClipping

4.ComplexClipping.

BackClippingisremovingtheendofawordasingasfrom gasoline.



ForeClippingisremovingthebeginningofawordasingatorfrom alligator.

MiddleClippingisretainingonlythemiddleofawordasinflufrom influenza.

ComplexClippingisremovingmultiplepartsfrom multiplewordsasinsticum from situation

comedy.

(3)*Blendingisthewordformationprocesinwhichpartsoftwoormorewordscombineto

createanewwordwhosemeaningisoftenacombinationoftheoriginalwords.Forexample

Advertisement+entertainment=advertainment.

Biographical+picture=biopic

Breakfast+,lunch=brunch

Cybernetic+organism=Cyborg

Guess+estimate=guessmate

Hazardous+materia=hazmat

Motor+hotel=motel

Web+seminar=webinar

Spoon+fork=spork

Smoke+fog=smog.

N.B---Blendedwordsarealsoreferredtoadportmanteaus..

Topic2;FiguresOfspeechorLiterarytechniques.

Theseareparticularkindsofexpressionwhichdonotmeanwhatitswordsactuallysay,buthad
anotherinterpretation.

Simile

Metaphor

Personification

Hyperbole

Litotes

Euphemism

Assonance



Alliteration.

Simile--talksaboutthecompassionoftwoobjectsorcaseswiththeuseof"as"or"like"e.g

(a)Themanwithlonghairinourclassisaspoorasthechurch'srat.

(b)Intermsofthephysique,helookslikeMrIjado.

Metapho--alsoreferstothecomparisonifobjectsorsituationsbutnotwiththeuseof'as'or
'like'.

She'smoreorlessthechurch'srat.

ThemanwastheIjadooftheirtime..

Personification--givinglifetolifeless/inanimateobjects,abstractthingsandanimals,allare
givenhumanqualitiesandaretalkedaboutasiftheywerehumanbeings..

IpraysohardthatthePoslecturer'sdecisionmaysmileonus.

Youneedtochangethegearofthecarnow,purheringeartwo.Withthatsheshouldbeableto

movefast.

Otherdevicescanbeaskedonetooneifproblem arises.

Theyareeasilynotedbythecontextualusages.

Topic3:Proverbs

Aproverbisawisesayingthatdoesnotmeanwhattheactualwordssaybutcanbeappliedto
suitmanydifferentcircumstances.TherearemanyProverbsinAfricanlanguagessoagain
theseeasilyunderstood.

Adrowningmanwillclutchatastraw.---Thismeansthatwhenyouareinadesperatesituation
youwilltrytohangontoanythingthatmightgetyou outofit,nomatterhowinsignificantor
inconsequentialitmaybe.

Beggarscannotbechoosers.

Liarsshouldhavegoodmemories

Astichintimesavesnine.

Jack-of-all-trades,masterofnone.

Topic4:Idioms

Anidiom isacommonform ofexpressionwhosemeaningcannotbededucedbyunderstanding
theindividualwordsalone.

Idiom. Meaning



afarcryfrom verydifferent

Totakeuparm togotowar

Tokeepatarm'slengthtoavoids1.

Rippedoff beingcheatedforsth

Ontheball beingabletodojob.

Keepalowprofile notbehavinginanoticeableway.

Tofacethemusictofaceconsequenceofone'sactions.

Othegoconstantlydoingsth.

Incoldblood Withcolddeliberation.

Totakethechairtopresideatameeting

Behindthetimes. Old-fashionedorantiquatedinone'sviewortaste.

Downtoearth. Practical,thinkingintermsofreality.

Haveanaxetogrind. Trytogainpersonaladvantage

Tosaveone'sface. Toavoiddisgrace.

Todosthforkicks. Todostgonlyforpleasureorexcitement.

Toaddinsulttoinjurycauseoffencetosm1afteronehasalreadydonehim harm orinjury.

Themindboggles.Themindcannotimagineorbelieve

Thegiftofthegab.Theabilitytotalkoneselfoutofanydifficultorawkwardsituationsaswell
asabilitytomakeconversationeasily.E.g.Baryfem hasagiftofthegab.

One'sscene. Thatwhichinterestsyou..Writingpaperexamsisalmostnoteverystudent's
scene.

Offthecuff.Withoutpreparationorthoughtbeforehand,withoutnotes.E.g,hesaidthePhil
lecturerlecturesoffthecuff,isthattrue?

Throughthickandthin throughgoodandbadtimes.

N.B---Checkmoreoftheseexpressionsastheirarethousandsofthem inEnglishLanguag...

Pls,notethatothertopicswillbebuiltsoonasthesearetheareasofconcentrationwhichneed
immediteattention..

Compiledby:ShotundeOluwapelumiEmmanuel,fondlycalledbythesobriquet"Prof."



Dogoodtodropanycommentthatwillfosterassimilationandifanyerroriscomeacrossin
theprocessofreadingshouldbecorrectedorraisedinaplatform.

Wishyouluckofbestasyoustartyourexamination!!!


